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P
eter Edw

ards
P

eter lives in S
tratford-upon-A

von and is an
active officer of S

tratford B
K

A
, a D

irector of
F

irst H
oney C

o-operative Ltd, a m
em

ber of the
B

ee Farm
ers' A

ssociation and the C
entral

A
ssociation of B

eekeepers. W
ith his w

ife, S
ue,

he farm
s about 160 production colonies

together w
ith about 40 nuclei. T

hey have a
system

 of detailed record keeping used to
select breeder queens for re-queening all colonies show

ing bad
tem

per or other undesirable traits. 

Ethel Irvine 
E

thel has lived for m
ost of her life in C

ounty
Ferm

anagh and began beekeeping in 1982. 
S

he is Treasurer of Ferm
anagh B

eekeepers'
A

ssociation and has held leading positions in
U

B
K

A
. E

thel follow
ed the F

IB
K

A
 exam

inations
path to obtain her lectureship. S

he spent her
w

orking life as a teacher and as a teaching
adviser and, as a consequence, has a special

interest in the education of beekeepers.

B
rian R

ipley
B

rian is C
hairm

an of B
B

K
A

 as w
ell as V

ice-
C

hairm
an of A

lnw
ick and D

istrict B
eekeepers•

A
ssociation - a branch of N

orthum
berland

B
K

A
. H

e prom
otes queen rearing and colony

im
provem

ent in the A
lnw

ick A
ssociation

training apiary. R
ecent initiatives include

w
inning grants of £36,000 for bee conservation

and beekeeping education in N
orthum

berland
and the successful B

B
K

A
 •A

dopt a beehiveŽ
 schem

e for getting
public sponsorship for bee research in U

K
.

M
argaret Thom

as 
M

argaret w
as from

 E
ssex w

here she learnt her
beekeeping under the tutelage of the fam

ous
Ted H

ooper, although she has now
 m

oved to
S

cotland. S
he is M

oderator of the B
B

K
A

E
xam

inations B
oard and also tutors for the

B
B

K
A

 C
orrespondence C

ourse. M
argaret is

also a com
m

ittee m
em

ber of the B
ee Farm

ers'
A

ssociation - the organisation that represents
com

m
ercial beekeepers in U

K
 and is their pollination S

ecretary,
organising the placing of over 1000 colonies. 

Flem
m

ing Vejsnæ
s 

F
lem

m
ing is beekeeper adviser to the D

anish
B

eekeepers• A
ssociation and has, for 20 years,

m
ainly w

orked w
ith V

arroa m
anagem

ent. H
is

aim
 has been to test and convert new

 V
arroa

control m
ethods to useful organic tools for

practical beekeeping w
hile keeping honey

com
pletely free from

 unw
anted residues.

F
lem

m
ing focuses on practical fieldw

ork and
continuous developm

ent and is proud that D
enm

ark's 4,000
beekeepers do not m

edicate its 80,000 colonies.
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